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DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

{Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsiblility and recommendations {or action to prevent repetition)

“t ts the—helie f~of-the jceidentBoard thet this. eccident.is. abtributabls to 757
pilot ervor and 25% clrcumstences. The alrplane hac¢ returned to bass efter flying
only two hourz and landed with & full losd of bombs. It hed taken off with e full
load of gasoline. . .

che Wind was estimated to be betwsen fi¥e und ten miles per hour.

Dilots of this Unit have been instructed not to land back et the base unlese the
bombs: have besn drovped or the airplans has been flown a minimum of fcur hours. It iz
believed that this should prevent a repetiticn of this type socident. Also the ditch
at the snd of the runway has bsen filled.
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B Alrcrait “Actident bn’Plane'§£l~296‘8

e i Group $-3, h5hthobombarcment 7 rﬂup (E}. aA‘, AP0 S:O'ts Army.-

... l. GowFilot und T henb fo qunJanﬂ lJmmdlutsly alter qur br*eflng was' .
Tinished. inlsted l?lﬂﬂﬂnel of ¢rew wers alreadf at nlnqe Checklng“plaqe and
"Pqulrwent . B

S found hydraulde leak in ta]l turret and after flna¢ly lOCntlﬂg
;{rmumcnt mgn Lo répair Lb *;we found looge chargiﬂg plate on.one tail’ turret
gun whith had to be repaired, also-had defagtive oxygen regul&tor at; el -
- wadst. gun porition. .ildo suspected.malfunction in ball turrst. ‘betause of
 ‘write up on previous fllgh* form with no- clearnnce on- eubsequenb form.

: WDrh on t.11 +urrct delayed our: taka-orr untjl 10a1. S

. . Aft-r takecoff we' 301ned the nnly formation we ‘were able to see n
'tand fléw with- them in number ‘31 position until, apnroximatel; 11h0 whcn thc
_*number 23 @lane left fornmtion and we- moved to his position,, j{'-

At that time our ball turr#t gunner renorted that 2 "Iete had
{ .

: .. At 1151 I. uerlded that” thn box we were in was tog far. bPhind the';,
T ing fonmgtlon whlch I saw approximately thirty to forty miles. ahi
- catch them hefore we-wers deed within. enemy terrltory. That along. with the’
© Pacts that the plate was off in the taEll turPed and one- gun in the ball turret :
‘ wasg: reported Anoperative influenoed -me-to turn back . . U

Flew direr‘t cours- ‘bar-k tn ‘nnse and fl:ight was u.neventfil.";*
. u*arted callang Carol Tow*r upon tegching 1mmediate vicinlfy af .

'jffield énd continued to-esll for 1and1ng instrurtlons with e results whlle
: clrcllng the £ie] :

- o .. Decided to land .on west runwny to fhe north. hecaLse I wns
. _.,o fhv condltion of . east runwsy.__ :




S .1'1'3'“‘l‘l')‘l“""'“!!"j:‘-_"f"wf"v‘x-"'“"&"‘l-r—fﬂ\’.k" L
'onu-thlrl L"t iﬁstnnce of the runway fron the sau!h end o; Puﬂwk].
& of rurway; . tuld him Lo pet: the nose: wnec‘?"'
on the graund and start app}'inﬂ brakes, fe lmned¢utcly did .50 .and when I

fﬂiled to notice- any perceptibls decreasc in sp»e wid, I tonk over and startnﬁ‘”
arplying. brokes us hard- as was noseible ;- brake rressure wag up kut braPes

FLentt raqrond &R effﬂntlvelv ag I PXPCGuPd

» vihen I reallzed that we worw nrot gnlnw to be ablr to qtpp a} the
" time we reachid theé end of the miaway, I decided to swerve Lo the 1i£t Ep
‘miss the dirt at:the -end.of the runwey, By the time I gaw that the "ome at -
“the end. ‘of the runway, sxtend wn west and that we were poing to hit 1t 1t

was- too late to try to d\old it,:

| HEE the ditol and hlew out’ 1he,,-o,$ﬁ whesl tire, The r chr 1d-'1"il

" gear wééfbroken 48 we cfoszed the.dltch

. AE spon as the rlane stog Pcu we 1nmmdldL91Y turned off dll %ti tes -
and abandoned tie mlane. ) a

TEOWIN M. GRImE, . T
“2ad Lt,, Alr Orps,,_—,“
Pilet.




SO

YOS LTIt Labals LT
-, "
T

Va9TH LOMELE T DTUALKON (B AR
Cffice of Lire vrerations Urfiner
al o 520 U S army

Alrerafl accident, on Plane 30 1-28608,

cront U=3, hSEth Lambardient Srovp (3 AAF, APG 4500 U8 Army.

1 L] telow is & stztenrnt [ron e '_';".i'i.l'i?'_"-l‘ whe yoen flving iﬂ Plane
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FLOA-EACOR bt the tijee tre agcitags
Upon sheccing the chip and fle fPore’ 14, 2 faur ] Leet Lwe

weifunchions oo tra vesr ard tall turpels pad basn well fan up roe the
Travions day; byt ne sotion was tekhen as far as the fopey 14 igdia ted, V=
found Lne bwdeaniic leak o the tail turest or pre-fiiahting it,  The bxll
turret salfucction was 5811l in doubt bsegrsa of net Leirg able Lo lower

tha turrel ang ~eak it on Lhe pround, - Laintenance op the tall turret was
done, but was well over the tlse of tekseoff tr bhen, The pilot declided to
take-off anyway and check the ball turrst In flight, Ta weye the last, ship

to take—off. Un course ovar Lie water we checred the Pall turret and found
the right gun inoperative., The gun inspection plate blew off in flight., also,
on the bail turret. This causing # Lad qush of air in the turrst, 1 Cperated
ey top turret and found the azmuth hand olulep woul flig=engspe at intervals, "
Thiz alse wen written up on the form li, but was U,h'Ted, The Filot was notified
and becauss of thase zulfunctions and onr position which was well behind the
Group, we turued bsck, Upon landing we hit the ruiway sboub one-third the

way upe e used the 455thls rumway, the sane one we took ofC on, The pilot
and co-pilot tried to contast the tower but couldn't, After hitting the
ground, the pilot started tu aprly the brakes., The brake pressure was as
should be. About one-hundred {100) yards from the end of the runway, I was
sure we would stop in ample space, but the last twenty-rive (25) yards, the
shin did not stop as should have, Ve hit the diteh at the and of the runway
and the right lending gear broke. The left stayed intact. I was the firast
one out and extinguished a small fire in Ho., #3 engine,

’ \\XV;\\»-“—A&\\Q& N \AS\#‘L) P\&‘“‘-)
RAYMOND B, DARROW,
T/Sete,. Air Corps,
Enpineer,




21 March 1944

S

w= -pdreraft-pceidort -on- Plane - #4Yw 28006

%8 Yook offf ai 10440 nfter delsys 7.6 to turret trouble, hydreulic
leek in tail turret and ball turret written on form btud not ss fixed.
Thare vms elso trouble with oxyzer regulstor in left weist statton.

The tnil furret wes fixed with smsfety wire end electrliecisn tape. There-
wes snother delny prior to teke-off due to chengir; runwevs so we
weitad until the 455tk Somb Oroup hed %aken off.

We Joined formaticu in whick we took off with, plerning to Join
our position when we caught up with them, e flew numher seven {7} in
the kiph right of the sncornd ettacy unit. Our oripinsl position was
number three {3) of hi;h ripght ix first attack unit., We draw 2400 R.F.M,
ant approximetely 45" Hp, until we reached the Yugoslevian coest, The
mpin formetior was ev Jaset 70 fo 40 miles snead of us at that time, A
plate came of [ the bell turret so we turnad sround for the base at 11.51,

fio came to ins bass anc eelled 15 to the tower three himes for
lending instructions, oeanwhile oireling the field twice. We decided
to 1rrd on the semo rurway wo took off of end T mede the landing. About
halfl vey down the runwey we put the nose whsol down end stertsd o apply
brakes. The Pilst thern took over and wpplied brakes himself, We ap-
peered *o ba slewin, down ;radually but net enough, A8 we naarsd the
end of the runway we werent't goinp slew encugh to meke e sufe turn ac
swerved slightly to the rigt te miss dirt piles, urewsre of 2itch. We
hiv ¢ilsh consewuortly svd simored of 7 right, anding geer and o, 4
prop. 1 oeul switchas eid we ell loft warplene, '

i CG?L, )
Tflcef, Air coroe,

Co="3let,
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